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March 2022 Newsletter

Dear WRCEFS Community,
Below you will find information related to meetings and resources for
the proposed ag water rule, potential trainings for our region,
regional and national webinars, the add-on peer review process, job
opportunities, and updates from our national partners and alliances. 

https://us4.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/wizard/neapolitan/*%7CARCHIVE%7C*
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Proposed Changes to Ag Water Requirements

On December 2nd, the FDA published a proposed rule that would revise
subpart E of the FDA FSMA Produce Safety Rule to change certain pre-
harvest agricultural water requirements for covered produce other than
sprouts. Under this proposal, farms would be required to conduct annual
systems-based agricultural water assessments to determine and guide
appropriate measures to minimize potential risks associated with pre-
harvest agricultural water. The assessment would include an evaluation of
the water system, agricultural water use practices, crop characteristics,
environmental conditions, potential impacts on source water by activities
conducted on adjacent and nearby land, and other relevant factors, such
as the results of optional testing. For more information, please visit the
FSMA Proposed Rule on Agricultural Water webpage and the Federal
Register proposed rule webpage. To provide comments on the proposed
rule, please visit the proposed rule's docket page. 

Image credit: Pixabay, Joseph Fulgham, 2019

https://www.fda.gov/food/food-safety-modernization-act-fsma/fsma-proposed-rule-agricultural-water?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2021-26127/standards-for-the-growing-harvesting-packing-and-holding-of-produce-for-human-consumption-relating?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.regulations.gov/docket/FDA-2021-N-0471/comments


3/2/22, 10:19 AM*|MC:SUBJECT|*

Page 3 of 19https://us4.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/wizard/neapolitan/preview?id=15324397&variant=

Stakeholder Meetings on Proposed Changes

to Agricultural Water Requirements 

In response to this proposed ag. water rule, several organizations are
hosting webinars to inform their stakeholders of these changes
during the proposed rule's comment period.
 
NASDA in collaboration with the Washington and California
Departments of Agriculture are hosting two regional webinars on the
proposed rule. These meetings are intended for growers,
associations, commodity groups, and other stakeholders. 

The Northwestern states regional meeting (focused on Washington,
Oregon, Montana, Idaho, and Alaska) is scheduled for March 2nd
(12:00 - 1:00 PM PST). If you have any questions, please contact
Connie Fisk.
 
The Western states regional meeting  (focused on Arizona, California,
Colorado, Hawaii, Nevada, New Mexico, and Utah) is scheduled for
March 11th (10:00 - 11:00 AM PST). To receive the link to attend the
meeting, please use this link. If you have any questions, please
contact: Geetika Joshi and/or Don Stoeckel.

mailto:cfisk@agr.wa.gov
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WesternProposedAgWater
mailto:geetika.joshi@cdfa.ca.gov
mailto:don.stoeckel@cdfa.ca.gov
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Webinar Series: Part II - Food Safety

for Organic Food Processors

The CCOF Foundation in collaboration with the Washington State
Department of Agriculture Organic program, Washington State University,
UC Davis Food Science and Technology, and University of California
Agriculture and Natural Resources are providing a part two to their food
safety for organic food processors webinar series. Recently passed
federal regulations require food processors to meet certain food safety
standards. In part one of this series, organizers walked through the
different compliance categories of the federal Food Safety Modernization
Act (FSMA) for food processors. In part two of the series, speakers will
dive deeper into food safety topics such as hazard analysis, validation,
and cottage food laws. Due to popular request by organic businesses that
both grow and process produce, we also included two webinars that
review the FSMA Produce Safety Rule as it applies to organic produce
farms. 

To register for upcoming webinars visit: https://ccof.org/blog/fsma-101-

http://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/wsufoodprocessin/655720143305/wrcefs/oregonstate.edu/
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organic-processors-webinar-series 
Recordings of past webinars can be found on the CCOF YouTube
channel: https://bit.ly/3yQHsIB
 
Webinar #5 - Hazard Analysis for Organic Food Processors 
March 8th 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. Pacific Time - To register, please click here. 

Webinar #8 – Validation for Organic Processors 
March 22, 2022 – 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. Pacific Time - To register, please
click here. 

Webinar #9 - Cottage Food Laws in California and Washington State 
April 27, 2022 – 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. Pacific Time - To register, please click
here. 

This webinar series is supported by Food Safety Outreach Program Grant 2020-
70020-33025 from the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture.

Image Credit: Pexels, pic jumbo.com, 2015

WRCEFS Training Announcements

1) We want to hear from you! As we look ahead, we want to know
what training events and opportunities you would like WRCEFS to
bring to the region. To best understand your (and your stakeholder)
training needs, please fill out a quick Qualtrics survey by clicking the
"Go to Training Needs Survey" button below.

Go to Training Needs Survey

2) New Tracking Documents Available: For FSOP grantees and
others who send us training data, we have developed an easier way
for you to send us information about your activities. You can now use
this Digital Cover Page, which is now available in Qualtrics. Every
time you administer a training, please use this Qualtrics link or

http://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/wsufoodprocessin/655720143305/wrcefs/oregonstate.edu/
http://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/wsufoodprocessin/992232152198/wrcefs/oregonstate.edu/
https://ccof.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_mpNqn8xQRN2PDrsQF73whg
https://ccof.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_WO9XZ_wmR-CfQul9D7OARw
https://ccof.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_PLzv8MmxQCKlnO4BFqQo-Q
http://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/wsufoodprocessin/324999568081/wrcefs/oregonstate.edu/
https://oregonstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_73TyauXONOqseh0
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complete the traditional cover page document and email to
wrcefs@oregonstate.edu. 

Qualtrics Link: https://oregonstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2nOp
LGmNDztXcoK

Important Information for Current FSOP

Grantees

As a reminder, FSOP grantees are expected to work with the Western
Regional Center during the duration of their grant.
A communication plan to interact with your respective Regional
Center should be part of your project. 

What Your Regional Centers Need from You (also good to consider for
your new grant proposals!):

Evaluation is a required component of leading FSOPs. 
Including an evaluation expert on your team is recommended. 
Evaluation should track participation, outputs, knowledge gain,
practice change, and success stories. Templates are available
for recording/reporting this information. 

If you have questions about evaluation reporting, please contact
Stephanie Brown (stephanie.brown@oregonstate.edu) 

mailto:wrcefs@oregonstate.edu?subject=Training%20Cover%20Page
https://oregonstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2nOpLGmNDztXcoK
mailto:stephanie.brown@oregonstate.edu?subject=Evaluation%20Reporting
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Farm Walks Podcast is Back for Season 2!
Tilth Alliance and WSU Food Systems have collaborated to bring their
annual farm walks as a virtual listening experience. With the mission of
education for farmers, by farmers, this podcast provides new, beginning,
and existing farmers with education, advice, and mentorship from
experienced farmers, agricultural and food systems professionals, and
WSU Extension Specialists. To join in on the weekly walks, check out the
farm walks website https://www.farmwalks.org/. 

 
Photo credit: Riled Up Goats, 2021

https://www.farmwalks.org/
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Add-on Peer Review Process- Open for

Submissions
The Western Regional Center to Enhance Food Safety in collaboration
with the Northeast Center to Advance Food Safety (NECAFS)
has been working on a peer review process for add-on content that
will be facilitated through the Clearinghouse.

Add-ons are material(s) in addition to standardized curricula that are
developed and delivered pre-course, during a course, or post-course
as a standalone.

The peer review system is open and accepting submissions. At
this time, only resources in English are being accepted for peer
review. Additional detailed instructions and guidance on the peer
review process are available on the Clearinghouse website and
WRCEFS website.  
 

Information about peer review of short courses is coming soon!

https://foodsafetyclearinghouse.org/peer-review-process-add-content
https://agsci.oregonstate.edu/wrcefs/peer-review-add-content
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WRCEFS FSPCA PCHF and PSA Training

Information

A fillable PDF version and Qualtrics survey version of the PSA and
FSPCA PCHF pre-/post-tests are now available. If interested, please
email Stephanie Brown at wrcefs@oregonstate.edu to obtain a copy.
There are also polling options available in Zoom for capturing this
information. If you have any specific questions on Zoom polling
options, please contact us at wrcefs@oregonstate.edu. 

If you are capturing these data, please share with WRCEFS.
For any remote and in-person courses, (whether or not you are
administering the pre/post-tests) please continue to share all cover
sheets and attendance rosters with WRCEFS. On the cover sheet,
please indicate if the training was delivered remotely or in-person. 

mailto:wrcefs@oregonstate.edu
mailto:wrcefs@oregonstate.edu
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Training and Resource Updates 
 
1) PSA has extended its temporary remote delivery policy for the PSA
Grower Training and PSA Train-the-Trainer courses to December 31,
2022 due to the continuing COVID-19 pandemic.
 

 

2) New- Upcoming PSA Train-the-Trainer (TTT) Courses: 
Reminder: As of October 1, 2021, all individuals interested in
enrolling in a PSA TTT Course must have attended at least one
registered PSA GT Course. Successfully completing an in-person,
online, or remote PSA Grower Training Course meets this
requirement. All trainings listed below are $350 to attend. 

Remote delivery course | NY, USA: 3/7/2022 - 3/10/2022
Course #: Registration Closed- Course Full
Training Language: English

In-person course | Lake Alfred, FL, USA: 5/12/2022 - 5/13/2022
Contact Information: Taylor L. O'Bannon, Phone: 352-354-5006
Cost: $300; Course #: FL-220512-TR
Training Language: English

3) Spanish-language Produce Safety Educator's group launch.
PSA has launched a Spanish-language Produce Safety Educator’s
group. Similar to the English Produce Safety Educators’ Group, the
Produce Safety Educators’ Group in Spanish has the purpose of

mailto:taylorlangford@ufl.edu
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keeping PSA Trainers, PSA Lead Trainers, PSA Trainers-of-Trainers
and produce safety educators, specifically those who are focused on
produce safety outreach and extension, up to date on the latest
educational resources, training opportunities, regulatory updates,
and produce industry initiatives.

This group is open to anyone interested in produce safety education
but may be most relevant to PSA Trainers and Lead Trainers
conducting trainings in Spanish as well as extension educators from
the United States and Latin America.

To sign up for the listserv, click here.

To learn more about the group, please visit: 
https://es.producesafetyalliance.cornell.edu/recursos/grupo-de-
educadores-sobre-la-inocuidad-de-los-productos-agricolas-frescos-
en-espanol-notas-y-recursos-de-las-reuniones/.
 

4) Remote and in-person grower trainings are being offered
throughout the Western region. To see a complete listing, please visit
the PSA or WRCEFS websites. 

http://%C2%A0https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/pgfGEaT/PSA
https://es.producesafetyalliance.cornell.edu/recursos/grupo-de-educadores-sobre-la-inocuidad-de-los-productos-agricolas-frescos-en-espanol-notas-y-recursos-de-las-reuniones/
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WRCEFS Website Change - FDA Updates
The FDA updates page on the WRCEFS website has been revised. It has
been expanded to include relevant links and FDA provided resources for
proposed regulations and new acts related to FSMA and food safety. This
page will also continue to provide a summary of new FDA updates.  

To view the revised webpage, please click here. 

https://agsci.oregonstate.edu/wrcefs/fda-updates
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Upcoming National Webinar

The CONTACT Team is delighted to bring you “Safe-Tea: Brewing

and Using Agricultural Teas Safely?”, on March 10th at 3:30 pm
Eastern / 12:30 pm Pacific. This webinar will feature the terrific trio
of Dr. Dave Ingram (FDA/CFSAN), Donna Clements (Produce Safety
Alliance), and Billy Mitchell (Local Food Safety Collaborative) to
discuss agricultural teas. This will be a reoccurring, monthly Produce
Safety Webinar Series.

This webinar is free and will be held via Zoom. Registration is
required. Produce safety industry, government, and academia are
encouraged to come. All are invited!

Registration link is available on the CONTACT team webpage.

We welcome future webinar topic suggestions, Tweet Us
(https://twitter.com/ps_sci), or Mention
Us 

!

https://www.instagram.com/ps_sci/ 

Job Opportunities
1) Produce Safety Alliance: Southwest Regional Extension
Associate
The Produce Safety Alliance (PSA), is a collaborative project with the
USDA and the FDA to provide educational outreach assistance to
fresh produce growers and packers, including grower cooperatives, to
increase their understanding of the critical role they play in public
health by implementing food safety practices on the farm and in
packinghouses.

As a key member of the PSA team, the Southwest Regional Extension

https://contactproducesafety.ifas.ufl.edu/
https://twitter.com/ps_sci
https://www.instagram.com/ps_sci/%C2%A0
https://www.instagram.com/ps_sci/%C2%A0
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Associate (REA) will be responsible for planning, organizing,
instructing, and evaluating PSA training programs for produce
growers, extension educators, and regulatory personnel in their
region. Due to extensive national and international collaboration
established by the PSA, it is anticipated the SW REA will interact with
a diverse population of individuals and groups with specific emphasis
in the Southwest including, but not limited to, State Departments of
Agriculture personnel, commodity groups, Land-Grant University
personnel, and the Western Regional Center to Enhance Food Safety
(WRCEFS) collaborators. The SW REA will facilitate and provide
leadership for in-person meetings as applicable, conference calls and
webinars, and be directly involved in training other individuals to use
the developed PSA curriculum; provide continual feedback to PSA
leadership through preparation of regional impact reports, training
evaluations, and outreach activities; and participate in weekly PSA
team calls. Must be willing to travel regionally and nationally a
significant amount of time (~50%) pending COVID-19 control,
including non-traditional and weekend work hours. This position will
be located in the Southwest U.S. with exact location being flexible
within the northwest part of the 15 states and territories of the
Western Region.

To learn more about the position and to apply, please
visit: https://academicjobsonline.org/ajo?joblist---981-20848
 

2) Washington Department of Agriculture: (2 positions available)
Produce Safety Inspection Supervisor and Inspection
Administrative Coordinator
 

The WSDA Produce Safety Program currently has two open Produce
Safety Field Inspector positions available.

To learn more about the position and to apply, please

https://academicjobsonline.org/ajo?joblist---981-20848
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visit: https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/34
19112/produce-safety-field-inspector?
keywords=produce&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs 

*Job closes March 15th, 2022
 

3) California Department of Agriculture: Compliance Officers

Two positions are open in the CDFA Produce Safety Program for
Compliance Officers in Sacramento County.

For more details about the positions and to apply, please
visit: https://www.calcareers.ca.gov/CalHrPublic/Jobs/JobPosting.asp
x?JobControlId=283524
 

4) Iowa State University- Professor and Department Chair

The College of Agriculture and Life Sciences (CALS) and College of
Human Sciences (CHS) at Iowa State University in Ames, Iowa seek
a Professor and Department Chair of the Department of Food Science
and Human Nutrition (FSHN).

To learn more about the position and to apply, please
visit: https://isu.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/en-
US/IowaStateJobs/details/Food-Science-and-Human-Nutrition-
Professor-and-Department-Chair_R7427

If you have any questions, please contact Angela
Shaw (angelaml@iastate.edu).
 

5) University of Florida- Extension Program Specialist (520658)

The University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences is

https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/3419112/produce-safety-field-inspector?keywords=produce&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.calcareers.ca.gov/CalHrPublic/Jobs/JobPosting.aspx?JobControlId=283524
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fisu.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com%2Fen-US%2FIowaStateJobs%2Fdetails%2FFood-Science-and-Human-Nutrition-Professor-and-Department-Chair_R7427&data=04%7C01%7Cstephanie.brown%40oregonstate.edu%7Ca9c4121ae8d443d077ad08d9e4f40f11%7Cce6d05e13c5e4d6287a84c4a2713c113%7C0%7C0%7C637792559277921373%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=7gOyDJvdNs3RqIKVXWiSjZVdvLM26hNmmImWfOKYtiU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:angelaml@iastate.edu
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seeking a full-time Education and Training Specialist who will
responsible for coordinating, conducting, and documenting activities
related with associated with the Southern Regional Center for FSMA
Training and the Lead Regional Center for FSMA training. This
includes reviewing relevant articles and issues related to the produce
safety and the Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA), identifying
needed initiatives and creating and implementing them, and
developing procedures and policies for project management across
partner institutions. The position will also be responsible for
supporting the design, development and implementation of training
and education programs throughout the Southern US in conjunction
with food safety extension personnel, coordinating and supporting
meeting, training and evaluation efforts, attending meetings with
project members, fostering relationships with stakeholders, and
identifying opportunities for collaboration. The position is expected to
implement evaluation of the program, compile data, and write
reports. The candidate will work closely with Food Safety Extension
colleagues from partner institutions across the US, the US State
Department of Agriculture, growers, harvesters, packers, and other
stakeholders to advance produce food safety. Successful candidates
should be familiar with basic produce growing and packing and have
a strong background in food safety/microbiology. This position will
require some in state and national travel.

To learn more about the position and to apply, please
visit: https://explore.jobs.ufl.edu/en-us/job/520658/extension-
program-specialist

Review of applications will begin on March 18th.

Faces of WRCEFS
On the Faces of WRCEFS section
of the WRCEFS website, you can

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fexplore.jobs.ufl.edu%2Fen-us%2Fjob%2F520658%2Fextension-program-specialist&data=04%7C01%7Cstephanie.brown%40oregonstate.edu%7C1d79d5d1338f467f7e9c08d9f86efe11%7Cce6d05e13c5e4d6287a84c4a2713c113%7C0%7C0%7C637813978126049427%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=voMCsLuLJgwStbP3OtGcfqK3tvwc%2B9fF%2FwLDWXa9YEw%3D&reserved=0
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find staff spotlights, featuring
our leadership team and
partners. The goal of Faces of
WRCEFS is to highlight the
diverse expertise of our regional
leaders by showcasing their
stories and work related to the
Food Safety Modernization Act.

WRCEFS Communication

Website 
Website content is constantly being added so please continue to
check back with us to find new resources, training opportunities, and
more! 
 

Social Media
Follow us on Social Media! We have WRCEFS accounts on
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram! We will be posting updates,
regional spotlights, and upcoming training opportunities on a weekly
basis. We will also be sharing this information on the WRCEFS
website. If you have anything that should be shared with the
WRCEFS community, please contact Stephanie Brown
(wrcefs@oregonstate.edu). 

https://www.facebook.com/wrcefs/
https://twitter.com/wrcefs
https://www.instagram.com/wrcefs/
mailto:wrcefs@oregonstate.edu
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Stay safe!
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