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Love is in the air, for aphids....Are there some in your fields or your future?

Aphids are a common pest in potatoes. Currently the number of winged,
migratory aphids is quite low. However, the fall is a common time for aphid
migration: either for mating, finding overwintering hosts, or both. In a few
weeks, migratory (winged) aphids may become more abundant (see red arrow
in the graph below). Where are these love-struck aphids going??? The good
news is that they are mostly moving to perennial trees and shrubs, not
potatoes. This fall migration is of more concern to seed growers; the fall
migration does have the potential to spread late-season viruses (like potato
virus Y - PVY), which can be asymptomatic but still contaminate seed. If you are
growing certified potato seed, be sure to monitor your fields for migrating fall

aphids and manage them appropriately. Aphid management options can be found on pages 15-20 at:
Northwest Insect Management Guidelines

Where are migratory aphids coming from?
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Continue to keep an eye out for colonizing aphids!
Even though winged aphids are low, this doesn’t mean that
the wingless aphids may not be multiplying in potato fields
as we speak. There have been several reports of problems
with green peach aphids colonizing local potato fields
recently (see picture on right). Established colonies of
aphids can spread many viruses and must be controlled
using the recommended management tactics. Wingless
aphids may be monitored using several different sampling
methods including: inverted leaf blower, beat sheet, shaking
plants into a bucket, and leaf or plant counts.
For a demonstration on some insect sampling techniques,
see the following links: *Using a Beat Sheet

*Using an Inverted Leaf Blower - -
Aphid management options can be found on pages 15-20 at: Northwest Insect Management Guidelines

Stay tuned for more information on PVY and other aphid-transmitted viruses next week!!!

.....Alex Murphy and Silvia Rondon
Plant Pathology Lab Update

There were 2319 potato psyllids submitted and tested this week. Four were positive for Lso, the bacterium
responsible for zebra chip. Additional Lso positive potato plants have been found this week, as well as
more BLTVA. . .Robert Cating and Phil Hamm
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Insect Trap Report From yellow Alphascents
Area Pest Alert, Umatilla & Morrow Co. sticky cards in 3 feet, one
Traps are collected on Thursdays. per field.
TRAP PTW BLH OlH GPA PA OA TRAP PP oP
1 22 0 0 0 0 4 1 0 0
2 9 0 2 0 0 11 2 3 0
3 0 1 0 0 0 1 3 1 0
4 3 0 0 1 0 3 4 0 0
5 1 4 0 0 0 2 5 24 0
6 3 2 0 1 0 1 6 0 0
7 9 1 1 0 0 2 7 0 1
8 1 0 0 0 0 3 8 4 0
9 1 0 0 0 0 0 9 14 0
10 3 0 0 1 0 16 10 4 0
11 2 0 0 0 0 6 11 - -
12 2 0 1 0 0 4 12 - -
13 34 0 0 0 0 7 13 0 0
14 37 0 0 2 0 13 14 0 3
15 5 0 1 0 1 39 15 0 1
16 4 0 1 0 0 12 16 1 1
17 7 0 5 2 0 21 17 - -
18 5 1 0 1 0 2 18 -
19 0 0 0 0 0 4 19 - -
20 10 0 0 0 0 13 20 - -
21 0 0 0 0 1 21 1 0
22 2 0 0 0 0 2 22 0 0
23 2 0 1 0 0 3 23 1 1
24 24 1 0 0 0 1 24 - -
25 0 0 0 1 1 2 25 0 1
26 2 0 0 1 0 1 26 - -
27 4 0 5 0 0 5 27 - -
28 0 0 0 0 0 3 28 - -
29 0 0 0 0 0 1 29 3 1
30 2 0 0 0 0 14 30 4 0
31 13 1 0 0 0 0 31 0 0
32 1 0 0 0 0 8 32 4 0
33 1 0 2 0 0 12 33 2 0
34 16 1 1 2 0 36 34 5 1
35A 0 0 2 0 0 1 35A 0 0
35B 1 0 0 0 0 1 35B 0 0
36A 0 0 1 0 0 0 36A 2 0
36B 0 0 0 0 0 0 36B 1 0
PTW: Potato Tuberworms GPA: Green Peach Aphids PP: Potato Psyllids
BLH: Beet Leafhoppers PA: Potato Aphids OP: Other Psyllids
OLH: Other Leafhoppers OA: Other Aphids
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